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Primary Practice Areas 

 Product Liability/Toxic Tort 
 Personal Injury 
 Insurance 
 Mediation 

Education 

 University of Tennessee, J.D., 1976 
 University of Tennessee, B.A., 1973 

Bar Admissions 

 Tennessee, 1979 
 Florida, 1977 

Accolades 

 AV® Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
 Listed in The Best Lawyers® in America in Mass Tort Litigation/ 

Class Actions since 2007  
 Named The Best Lawyers® in America for Knoxville Mass Tort 

Litigation Lawyer of the Year in 2015, 2020, and 2022 
 Senior Fellow, Litigation Counsel of America 
 Voted Top Attorney in Product Liability-Defense by his peers in 

Cityview Magazine since 2010 
 Listed as a Rule 31 civil mediator by the Tennessee Supreme 

Court Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee 

Hugh B. Bright, Jr. 
Of Counsel 

(865) 215-1000 (Office) 
(865) 215-1001 (Fax) 
(865) 215-1022 (Direct) 
hbright@wmbac.com 
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Hugh B. Bright, Jr. Biography 

Hugh Bright is a member of the firm whose primary areas of practice are product liability and personal injury 
litigation. He also has significant experience in commercial litigation and the defense of claims arising from 
various lines of insurance including life, disability, health, and accident. 
 
Mr. Bright is listed in The Best Lawyers in America© in the area of mass tort litigation. His practice has focused 
on the defense of mass tort claims, primarily those involving exposure to toxic substances. Mr. Bright has tried 
toxic tort cases in numerous states including Maryland, where he served as trial counsel for one of the defendants 
involved in the largest asbestos mass trial in history. Mr. Bright also has extensive experience in the management 
and strategic planning of mass tort litigation as well as the negotiation of complex settlements involving numerous 
claimants. He has defended a variety of other product liability claims involving motor vehicles and automotive 
components, petroleum products, drug and medical devices, and a variety of consumer goods and appliances. 
 
Mr. Bright received his B.A. in economics from The University of Tennessee in 1973 and his J.D. from The 
University of Tennessee College of Law in 1976. 
 
Upon graduation from law school, Mr. Bright practiced with a large insurance defense firm in Miami, Florida, 
before returning to Tennessee in 1979. He is a member of both the Tennessee and Florida bars. He is also a 
member of the Tennessee Bar Association, the Knoxville Bar Association, the International Association of 
Defense Counsel, and a Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America. Mr. Bright formerly served as a member of 
the Knoxville Bar Association’s Board of Governors and has served as chair of various bar committees. He has 
made presentations on trial and negotiation techniques at The University of Tennessee College of Law and he 
has received his certification as a Rule 31 Mediator in Tennessee. 
 
Mr. Bright is a member of the Trial Law Institute and Diversity Law Institute. He is also a Barrister in the Order of 
Justitia. 


